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As subfamilies of marine animal species — called genera — grow larger in body
size, the likelihood of them being classified as threatened with extinction
increases by an even greater amount, according to a study published Wednesday
in the journal Science. In past extinctions, smaller creatures were more prone to
die off, or size didn't matter, said study lead author Jonathan Payne, a
paleobiologist at Stanford University
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Take the blue whale, not only the largest living animal, stretching close to 100
feet long, but the largest to ever have existed, Payne said. It's on the IUCN
endangered list and has lost as much as 90 percent of its population in the last
three generations, according to the IUCN
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On the other end of the spectrum is a grouping of fish, bioluminescent
bristlemouths, that are about three inches long. They are the most abundant
creatures with a backbone; the population is estimated to be in the trillions
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Payne compared fossil records, looked at past mass extinctions and compared
them to current threats, concentrating on 264 genera that have the best modern
and ancient records. Payne concentrated on oceans, where the fossil records are
better over time. The mass extinction 65 million years ago that Killed off the
dinosaurs didn't kill off bigger marine species at higher rates than smaller ones,
unlike what's happening now, Payne said.



