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Bleaching

Hawaii Proposes Steps to Battle Coral |1

areas, limits on fish

at's threatening the state's reefs, including new marine protected
ng and controls on runoff pollution

Hawaii's ocean temperatures have been rising as greenhouse gases in the

atmosphere have increased, fc

Vast stretches of reef have turned

ing corals to expel algae th

ely on for food
hite over the past two summers, increasing

the risk that the coral will get sick and die. Some already have died

It's a serious concern for the

I

alth of
bitat for fish and other marine life, scientists

ocean, because coral reefs provide

Severe or concurrent years of

bleaching can kill coral reefs, as has been documented over the past two years in
oceans around the world. Scientists expect a third year of bleaching to last

through the end of 2016

Bruce Anderson, the state Division of Aquatic Resources administrator, said

addressing polluted runoff is difficu
create artificial wetlands that would help control runoff. Fisherme
have also resisted moves to limit their catch

But Anderson said the coral bleaching

"We are going to have future bleacl
warmer. And it's goi
challenge is to prevent the impacts

g to happena

help the reefs recover

Fishing nets

Another idea is to ban la
said these ty

not just the species targeted by the
large enough for a fish's head to go

e state will hold public meetings

Anderson said the state came up v
scientists around the world about v
reefs

ill nets that fisher
es of nets are harmful because they kill all the fish caught in them,

1lt, noting it would cost millions of dollars to

is presents an opportunity.

g events, and the water is going to get
d again,'" he said this

gain eek. "So our

of bleaching as much as we can and also to

nen leave in the water. Anderson

fisherman. The nets work because the mesh is
through but too small for its body to escape

on its proposals before any are adopted

th the proposals after surveyi
at steps were most effective at helping coral

g over 80

> on coral off Caye Caulker, Belize

il Fernandez, president o

the Hawaii Fi

's Alliance for Conservation

and Tradition, said he looked forward to working with Anderson and the state on

the proposals

e no-take zones may be problematic, depending on where they would be, he

said, but his group is open to discussing them
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